Adriana Balaban Bara, PhD

Citizenship: Canadian and Romanian
Languages: English (fluent), French (fluent), Romanian (mother tongue)



CURRICULUM VITAE


EDUCATION

· [bookmark: _Hlk20084298]Ph.D. Theology, University of Montreal, Faculty of Theology and Sciences of Religions, 2006-2012, Faculty's 125th Anniversary Award for the best PhD dissertation of the year 
· Masters in Arts Concordia University, Montreal, 2004-2006
· Bachelor Theology Lucian Blaga University, Sibiu, Romania, 1996-2001
· Bachelor Civil Engineering Transylvania University, Brasov, Romania,1988-1992

CERTIFICATES
· International Fellow, King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz International Centre for Interreligious and Intercultural Dialogue (KAICIID) Specialization: International and Interreligious Dialogue Applied to Conflict Transformation, Vienna, Austria, 2016 – 2017
· Torchbearer International School Carnforth, England,1993-1994

WORK EXPERIENCE

· Catholic Near East Welfare Association (CNEWA), Ottawa, Ontario
National Director, 2022 - present

· Concordia University, Montreal, Canada
Department of Theological Studies and Department of Religions and Cultures
Adjunct Professor, since 2011

· Grand Seminary of Montreal
Adjunct Professor since 2025

· Stockholm University College, Sweden
Department of Eastern Studies International Relations and Ecumenism
Senior Lecturer, 2019 - 2021 

· Canadian Centre for Ecumenism, Montreal, Canada
	Executive Director, 2013 - 2022


[bookmark: _Hlk20084749]






COURSES TAUGHT

Concordia University, Montreal
Department of Theological Studies
• Introduction to Theological Studies
• Jesus Christ in History and Faith
• Celtic Christianity 
• The Icon Theology in Color
• Christianity in the Middle East
• Roman Catholicism
• Philosophical Foundations of Christian Theology
• Theology and Myth
Department of Religions and Cultures
• Introduction to Christianity
• Religion in Practice

Stockholm University College, Sweden
• Ecclesiastical Polity – Master level course
• (Post) Secularization in Modern Political Philosophy – Master level course 
• Ecclesiology
• The Early Christian Church
• International Relations and Ecumenism
• Iconology 
• Icons: Art and Theology 
• History of Religions 

Laval University, Quebec City
Grand Seminary of Montreal
• Mary in the History of Salvation
• Introduction to Theological Studies

CONFERENCES AND EVENTS ORGANIZER
· Presentation of the Catholic Near East Welfare Association (CNEWA) to the Members of the Canadian Parliament, for collaboration in advancing peace and prosperity for all peoples, May 29, 2024  
· Colloque « Immigration et intégration sociale : pratiques d’accueil, de solidarité humaine et de vivre- ensemble », (Immigration and social integration: reception practices, human solidarity and living-together) organized by the Laval University in collaboration with CNEWA, Canada, May 24, 2023, Montreal McGill University (in French)
· International Symposium: Theological Education in the Global Village of the 21st Century, organized by McGill University in collaboration with the Canadian Centre for Ecumenism sponsored by Lilly Endowment Inc., October 21, 2022 
· International Symposium Who is my Neighbour? Interfaith Dialogue and Theological Formation organized by McGill University in collaboration with Canadian Centre for Ecumenism sponsored by Lilly Endowment Inc., October 19, 2022 
· The Ecumenical Celebration during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, 18-25 January, Montreal (every year since 2013)
· Interreligious Art Festival: Peace Now: Let's Save Our Planet Together, Canadian Centre for Ecumenism, second edition, financed by Canadian Federal Government – Canadian Heritage; Montreal, October10-17, 2019
· Interreligious Art Festival: Peace Now. Beauty of Diversity, Canadian Centre for Ecumenism, first edition, financed by the Canadian Government – Canadian Heritage; Montreal, October 25-28, 2018. 
· Canadian Forum on Inter-Church Dialogues, in collaboration with the Canadian Council of Churches, October 12-13, 2018, Major Seminary of Montreal
· The Role of Christianity in Welcoming and Integrating Immigrants and Refugees into Canadian Society, with the participation of Aram I, Catholicos of the Armenian Apostolic Church of the Great House of Cilicia and President of the Middle East Council of Churches who came from Lebanon; Armenian Prelacy of Canada November 10-12, 2016
· Third World Interreligious Conference: From Faith to Interfaith, Palais des Congrès de Montreal, September 18-20, 2016
· Les Textes sacrés parlent-ils aux jeunes? (Do sacred texts speak to young people?) Institute de Dialogue Interculturel de Montréal, May 12, 2016
· Is World Peace a Myth? Concordia University, October 10, 2015
· [bookmark: _Hlk25941253]Évangile, Foi Chrétienne et Institutions – passé, présent et avenir (Gospel, Christian Faith and Institutions - past, present and future) Colloque ROAA, Université Laval à Québec (in French) September 20, 2015
· St-Dionysius the Areopagite’s Homilies, Concordia University, March 26, 2015
      The Challenges of Ecumenism in Today's World, Concordia University October 14, 2014
· Pilgrimage to Sacred Places Quebec, Canada, October 16-22, 2014
· Monastic Spirituality: L’Abbaye bénédictine Sainte-Marie des Deux-Montagnes, Quebec; Monastère de la Protection de la Mère de Dieu, Wentworth, Quebec; and Le monastère des Carmelites recluses de Montreal, November 10-12, 2014



CONFERENCES PRESENTED AT CANADIAN AND INTERNATIONAL EVENTS
· Les differentes formes de christianisme, Le dialogue judéo-chrétien, (The different forms of Christianity, Christian-Jewish Dialogue), Montréal, May 24, 2023, Temple Emanu-El-Beth Shalom (in French) 
· Solidarité, accueil et intégration des vulnérables: témoignage d’une mission et d’une vocation institutionnelle et individuelle, (Solidarity, Reception and Integration of the Vulnerable: Testimony of an Institutional Mission and Vocation), Colloque « Immigration et intégration sociale : pratiques d’accueil, de solidarité humaine et de vivre- ensemble », organized by the Laval University in collaboration with CNEWA, March 24, 2023, Montreal McGill University (in French)
· Waiting for the Resurrection, broadcasted in Romania by Trinitas TV, Doxologia TV, and the Romanian and Canadian Youth Associations, Montreal, April 10, 2022.    
· Facing Multi-Faith Societies Amid Growing Intolerance (a Canadian – Indonesian Inter-Faith Dialogue), organized by the Office of Human Rights, Freedoms and Inclusion, Global Affairs Canada, and the Embassy of Canada to Indonesia, May 19, 2021
· Byzantium after Byzantium in Moldavia: Three Interpretation of the Fresco “Battle for Constantinople” on the Exterior Walls of Moldavian Monastic Churches, presented at Professors’ Research Seminar, Stockholm University College, Sweden, June 18, 2021 
· Ministry in the Church, Public lecture series in Eastern Christian Ecclesiology, University College Stockholm, Sweden, March 18, 2021 
· [bookmark: _Hlk64706037]The Role of Women in Society, International Woman’s Day, Studieförbundet Bilda, the Swedish Women’s Council, and University College Stockholm, Sweden, March 8, 2021 
· Guest-speaker at the Colloquium entitled: « L’engagement non-violent: pratiques et espérances, d’hier et d’aujourd’hui » (Nonviolent Engagement: Practices and Expectations, Past and Present), Faculty of Theology and Religious Sciences of Laval University, Quebec City, (in French) October 11, 2019  
· Plenary speaker at the North American Academy of Ecumenists Towards a New Détente: Ecumenical Outreach and Interfaith Dialogue in an Age of Uncertainty, Montreal, September 27, 2019
· Keynote speaker - The First Printed Armenian Bible - Conference and Film Premiere Dedicated to the 350th Anniversary of the First Armenian Printed Bible, Sourp Hagop Armenian School, Montreal, March 10, 2018 
· Hesychasm and Ignatian Spirituality, invited lecturer at the Dominican University College (Institut de pastorale des Dominicains), Ottawa/Montreal, Canada, January 18, 2017 
· Les relations œcuméniques au Canada (Ecumenism in Canada), Sainte-Marie de Deux-Montagne Benedictine Abbey, Quebec City, (in French) January 18, 2016 
· Temognaige de Foi, pour Le groupe des hommes et femmes d'affaire du Club Saint-James, Montreal (Testimony of Faith for Saint-James Club Business Men and Women) (in French), October 8, 2015 
· Unitatis Redintegratio in the Ecumenical Dialogue, Plenary Assembly of the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, Quebec City, September 15, 2015 
· Religious Pluralism in Canada, International Conference: Dialogue Beyond Dialogue, KAICIID, Vienna, Austria November 9-13, 2015 
· La diversité religieuse à l’intérieur du judaïsme et christianisme aujourd’hui (Religious Diversity within Judaism and Christianity Today), Temple Emanu-El Beth Shalom, Montreal (in French) March 25, 2015 
·  The History of Interconfessional Dialogue in Quebec and Canada: A Theological Perspective, Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, Plenary Assembly, Mont-Saint-Anne, Quebec City, September 16, 2014 
· Spirituality and Art in the Sixteenth Century Eastern Europe, International Medieval Congress, University of Leeds, Leeds, England, July 1-4, 2013
· Dialogues entre les traditions monotheists ALEPH (Dialogues between Monotheistic Religions) - Centre for Contemporary Jewish Studies, within the Unified Sephardic Community of Quebec and the Association of Memory and Dialogue, Montreal (in French) December 2, 2013 









MEDIA PRESENCE
	
· Over twenty interviews with CBC, House of Communes Government of Canada, Foreign Affairs and International Development, Presence Info, Catholic Register, etc. on CNEWA humanitarian interventions during war crisis and natural disasters (Ukraine, Gaza, Syria, Ethiopia - links available upon request), 2022-2024
· Art and Religion in Canadian Universities, to Dr. Maxim Morariu, Doxologia (in Romanian), September 2022 https://doxologia.ro/video-icoana-rugaciune-culoare-interviu-cu-prof-dr-adriana-bara
· Women in the Church Stockholm University College, Sweden March 2020
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b0MA5V9708I
· Ministry in the Church, Open Lecture, Stockholm University College, Sweden, March, 2020, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fsV1z7_VTZ4
· Ecumenism in Quebec, Canada presented to Mathieu Lavigne, Radio VM, Vie religieuse, aujourd’hui et demain (in French) March 20, 2018 https://us4.campaign-archive.com/?u=40af27ca97a93dba7faa058ef&id=316f7e6d56
· Crucea, bucuria de a fi impreuna cu Dumnezeu (The Cross, the Joy of being with God) presented to Sergiy Burtovy for the Project Cross Exhibit, Musée des maîtres et artisans du Québec (in Romanian) April 6, 2017 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YsVwZ0E4z8s&t=5s
· Ecumenism, interview with Prof. Lucian Turcescu, Concordia University, May 2017, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rP-JkwutkJQ
· Cross-Cultural, Interreligious and Ecumenical Relations in Canada, presented to Francis Denis, Salt and Light TV, April 16, 2016 (in French) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b30bVi1v534
· Des extraits d'une interview avec le P. Beaubien réalisée par Adriana Bara à l'occasion du centenaire du Irenée Beaubien, Officier de l'Ordre du Canada, December, 2016 https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1633498769995864
· The Canadian Centre for Ecumenism a Place for Intercultural and Interreligious Dialogues, presented to Sébastien Froidevaux for Radio CNV (Communications Nouvelle Vision) October 10, 2014 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_PILdGohgpk&t=1s
· Ecumenism and the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, presented to André Raymond "Le jour du Seigneur" TV program on CBC/ Radio-Canada, also broadcasted in France on France 2 (in French) January 26, 2014
· Migration of Christians in Quebec, Canada (Migration des Chrétiens au Québec) presented to Veronick Beaulieu, correspondent for France 2 television. The documentary was part of a 2-hour TV program broadcasted between January 19 - 26 January 2015 in France, Canada, Belgium, and other European countries (in French) January 15-25, 2014.


MEMBER OF NON-FOR-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS 

· President, Ecumenical Committee for Christian Unity - ecumenical celebrations, Montreal, Canada, since 2013 
· Member, North American Academy of Ecumenists, United States since 2013 
· Member, The Quebec Interfaith Concertation Table and membre of its Coordination Committee
· Member, Association for the Study of Patristics and Apocryphal Literature, (Association pour l'étude de la littérature patristique et apocryphe), Paris France, depuis 2007
· Member, Société Canadienne de Mariologie (Canadian Society of Mariology), Ottawa, since 2015 
· Member, Intercultural Conversation of Canada, Toronto, since 2017 
· Member, Interreligious Forum for Peace of Montréal, since 2017 
· [bookmark: _Hlk529885982]Consultant, Forum for Intercultural Leadership and Learning of the Canadian Council of Churches and Canadian Anti-Racism Network, since 2017 
· Member, King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz International Centre for Interreligious and Intercultural Dialogue (KAICIID), Vienne Austria, since 2017.


PUBLICATIONS

Books or Books’ Chapters
 
· [bookmark: _Hlk516097122]Athanase d’Alexandrie: Les trois traités contre les ariens (Athanasius of Alexandria: The Three Discourses Against the Arians) translation from koine Greek to French by Charles Kannengiesser and Adriana Bara, Tome I and II, Sources chrétiennes, Paris, France, 2019
·  “The Life of Joachim and Anna Depicted in the Fifteenth Century Church of Humor Monastery, Moldavia (Romania),” in Devotion to St. Anne in Texts and Images: From Byzantium to the Late European Middle Ages, pp.1-40, Palgrave Macmillan, London, England, 2018. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk523264100] “Understanding Interreligious Relations in the Canadian Political Context” in Handbook of International Relation, Foreign Policy and Human Rights. Vol II, ed. Dr. Swati Chakraborty.  ABS Books, Delhi, India, 2017, pp. 191-207. 
· Interfaith Marriage from Thirteen Faith Communities’ Perspective, ed. Adriana Bara, Theology and Spirituality, Canadian Centre for Ecumenism, Canada, 2017
· Célébration d’un homme de foi - Irénée Beaubien (Celebration of a Man of Faith) ed. Adriana Bara, Theology and Spirituality, Canadian Centre for Ecumenism, Canada, 2017
· [bookmark: _Hlk25942121][bookmark: _Hlk523264143]« Libérer la peur pour entrer en dialogue » (“Release the fear to enter into dialogue”) in Juifs et chrétiens au Canada 50 ans après Nostra Ætate (Jews and Christians in Canada 50 Years after Nostra Ætate) (in French), Éditions Fides, Quebec, Canada–coll. Heritage et Projet, 2017, pp. 39-54
· From the Holy Scripture to Holy Images, Lambert Academic Publishing, Germany, 2010 
Articles: 

· Over 15 articles in the quarterly magazine The Word, of the Romanian Diocese of Canada, since April 2021 (I am also a member of the Editorial Board)
· Byzantium after Byzantium in Moldavia: Three Interpretation of the Fresco “Battle for Constantinople” on the Exterior Walls of Moldavian Monastic Churches, presented at the Professors Research Seminar, Stockholm University College, Sweden – accepted for publication in the upcoming Ecumenism Journal, Fall 2022  
· Towards a New Détente: Ecumenical Outreach and Interfaith Dialogue in Quebec” in 
       The Journal of Ecumenical Studies, Spring 2020, vol.55 nr.2, pp.145-155 
· « 500e commemoration de la Réforme » (“500th Commemoration of the Reformation”), in Rencontre Journal (September, 2017), pp. 22-29
· « La Dormition de la Mère de Dieu : une approche narrative » (“The Dormition of the Mother of God: a Narrative Approach) (in French), in Scriptura: Nouvelle Série – vol.11 no.1. Faculté de théologie et de sciences des religions de l'Université de Montréal, 2009. 
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